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Union Budget 2024's Impact on Infrastructure & Copper's Role

Detailed Insight

The budget outlines substantial investments in urban and rural infrastructure projects, which
include upgrades to transportation networks and energy systems. A notable inclusion is the
prioritization of copper in these initiatives, owing to its critical role in enhancing the durability
and efficiency of public utilities.

Read More

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/markets/commodities/indian-copper-industry-in-a-quandary-as-indonesia-plans-to-stop-concentrate-exports/article68371387.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/markets/commodities/indian-copper-industry-in-a-quandary-as-indonesia-plans-to-stop-concentrate-exports/article68371387.ece


Seminar Cum Workshop on Best Practices for Distribution
Transformers

In Focus

On July 12, 2024, the International Copper Association India (ICAI) and the Indian
Transformer Manufacturers Association (ITMA) organized a Seminar cum Workshop
on Best Practices for the Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of Distribution
Transformers (DT) and the Code of Practice (IS: 18284/2023) for DT Repair at Hotel
Radisson-City Centre, Jaipur. The workshop aimed to improve DT reliability and
efficiency through updated standards and best practices.

Key Highlights:

Supported by government bodies like the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) and
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), the workshop was opened by Mr Girish Kumar,
Senior Vice President of ITMA, who emphasized the critical role of utilities in
providing reliable electricity.

Mrs. Kanika Kalia, Director of BIS Jaipur, introduced the new DT Repair Standard
(IS: 18284) and stressed its importance in extending the life of transformers
through proper repair practices.



Expert Insights:

Mr K P Verma, MD of Ajmer DISCOM, praised the initiative for keeping engineers
informed about the latest standards, which are crucial for maintaining reliable
power. Dr Hari Om Gupta, a former Professor at IIT Roorkee, emphasized using
copper in DTs for better performance under high-stress conditions.

Mr. D.D. Agarwal, Director of SamtaPower, and Mr. Manas Kundu, Advisor at
ICA India, highlighted the benefits of copper in DTs and the need for DISCOMs to
manage quality assets.

Outcomes:

The workshop provided practical insights into DT operation and repair, equipping
attendees—comprising O&M engineers, utility representatives, and industry experts—
with the knowledge to enhance transformer reliability and support sustainable power
distribution.

Read More

https://copperindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Society-News_Business_Source_Jaipur.pdf
https://copperindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Society-News_Business_Source_Jaipur.pdf


The "National Electrical Code of India 2023" workshop, covering new changes and
interpretations, including IS 18732 and CEA Regulations 2023, took place at multiple
locations in June

ICA India Events



June 21, 2024 | Hyderabad

Workshop: Advancing Electrification of
Passenger Three-wheelers through Retro-
fitment Copper Intensive Solution

Organizers: Government of Telangana, ASCI,
NRDC India, and International Copper
Association India

Highlights: The workshop focused on
promoting the electrification of passenger
auto rickshaws using copper-intensive
retrofitment solutions, offering a blueprint for
urban electrification in Indian cities.

June 28, 2024 | New Delhi

Panel Discussion: Securing India’s Copper
Supply: Challenges and the way forward

Organizers: ICRIER, International Institute
for Sustainable Development, and
International Copper Association India

Highlights: The panel discussion brought
together experts to address the challenges in
India’s copper supply chain and to explore
strategies for ensuring a secure and
sustainable copper supply.

Know More Know More
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West Bengal Sets Copper Standard for Solar Safety and Efficiency

Following Jharkhand, the West Bengal Renewable Development Agency (WBREDA) has
mandated 100% copper conductors for AC and DC cables in solar PV installations, reinforcing
the importance of reliability and safety.

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/international-copper-association-india_icaindia-copper-innovation-activity-7216025729044475905-z04m?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/international-copper-association-india_icaindia-copper-coppersupply-activity-7214241367890268160-KqyI?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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Challenge: Previous standards allowed for
using both aluminium and copper, with
aluminium often chosen for its lower initial
cost.

ICA's Response:  Invited by WBREDA, ICA
experts made a compelling case for copper,
emphasizing its superior performance and
safety in solar PV systems.

Outcome: The revised standards now
prescribe copper conductors exclusively,
ensuring safer and more reliable solar PV
installations.

Optimizing HVAC Systems – The Role of Copper
Why Copper is the Key to HVAC Efficiency

With India facing rising temperatures, Ajit Panicker, CEO of Pureblu Technologies Pvt. Ltd, and
ICA India share insights on how copper is critical in enhancing HVAC system efficiency.

Key Points:

Superior Efficiency:  Supported by research from ICA India, copper’s high thermal
conductivity significantly improves air conditioner performance, lowering energy costs.

Sustainability Focus: Highlighted for its recyclability, copper aligns with sustainable
practices in the HVAC industry.



Addressing Challenges: The need for skilled labor and advanced materials, like copper, to
meet the demand for cooling solutions is emphasized.

Read More

International Copper Association India

https://www.thermalcontrolmagazine.com/hvac-systems/cooling-conundrum-addressing-workforce-shortage-and-material-challenges-in-hvac-systems/
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